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forcements going to Lee. If that Banks force could
only go to Mobile now, there would not be a shadow
of doubt of full success."

"HEADQUAKTERS MILITAKY DIVISION OF THE

"MISSISSIPPI.
"ACWORTH, Geo., June 9, 1864.

"I don't know that you can find this place on your
map, but it is on the main road from Chattanooga into
Georgia, 7 miles in front of Allatoona, 12 from Marietta
and 30 from Atlanta. The army lies about the place,
extending east, north and south. We are replenishing
our wagons with ammunition, forage and provisions.
The railroad to our rear is all in good order except the
bridge across Etowah burned by the enemy, which will
soon be done. I am forced to move with due delibera-
tion to give time for other combinations from Memphis
and New Orleans, in Mobile, etc. But we will soon
move forward to the Chattahoochee eleven miles beyond
Marietta. Johnston may fight us at the ridge of hills
just this side of Marietta, but I think I can dislodge
him and this will leave the great battle on or near the
Chattahoochee, the passage of which he must dispute.
He has a strong, well-disciplined army, but I think we
can lick him on any thing like fair terms. So I will not
run hot-headed against any works prepared for us.
He thinks he checked us at Dallas. I went there to
avoid the Allatoona pass, and as soon as I had drawn
his army there I slipped my cavalry into Allatoona pass
and round the main army in its front, a perfect success.
I never designed to attack his hastily prepared works at to force him be-
